
March 23, 2021 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on March 

23, 2021 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:00 PM with Mayor Kathy Lawson 

presiding. Other Council Members present included Danny Turner, Jennifer Bowles, Tammy 

Pearson and Chad Martin.  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, Assistant City 

Manager/City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Community Development 

Director Mark McCaskill, Finance Director Mandy McGhee, and Deputy Police Chief Rob 

Fincher. 

Mayor Lawson called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed Session 

beginning at 6:15 PM.  In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, and as 

amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Turner, seconded by Council Member Martin 

with the following 5-0 recorded vote:  Vice Mayor Bowles, aye; Council Member Martin, aye; 

Council Member Pearson, aye; Council Member Turner, aye; and Mayor Lawson, aye.  Council 

convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) appointments to boards and 

commissions, as authorized by Subsection 1.  At the conclusion of Closed Session, each 

returning member of Council certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from open 

meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business 

matters identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or 

considered during the meeting.  City Attorney Monday added that since discussion related to 

board and commission appointments ended early, there was additional discussion by Council 

Members regarding the illegal gaming devices in some local businesses. This topic will be 

discussed later in the meeting.  A motion was made by Vice Mayor Bowles; seconded by Council 

Member Martin, with the following 5-0 recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Mayor 

Lawson, aye; Council Member Martin, aye; Vice Mayor Bowles, aye; Council Member Turner, 

aye; and Council Member Pearson, aye.  

Coming out of Closed Session, Council Member Martin made a motion to appoint Callie 

Hietala to the Arts and Cultural Committee (Historical Representative) for a 3-year term ending 

December 31, 2024.  Council Member Pearson seconded the motion with all Council Members 

voting in favor.   

Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to appoint Kathleen McEvoy to the Architectural Review 

Board for a 3-year term ending March 31, 2024.  Council Member Pearson seconded the motion 

with all Council Members voting in favor.  No other action was taken from Closed Session.  

Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Council Member Pearson, Mayor 

Lawson welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Lawson explained that the meeting would follow 

COVID guidelines, allowing limited attendance and recognizing social distancing 

recommendations.  

Approve minutes from the March 9, 2021 and March 10, 021 Council Meetings – Vice Mayor 

Bowles made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Council Member Pearson seconded 

the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  
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Read and present a proclamation recognizing the 100th birthday of local resident, Delia 

Bowman Martin - Council Member Turner read the proclamation which was presented to Ms. 

Martin’s son and grandsons who were in attendance. Grandson Joe Martin thanked Council for 

the proclamation, stating that Ms. Martin may be old in years but young in mind.   

 

Read and present a proclamation recognizing the week of April 4 – 10, 2021 as National 

Library Week - Council Member Martin read the proclamation which was presented to 

representatives of the Library; Betsy Haskins, Margaret Cardwell and Marty Gardner. Haskins 

expressed appreciation for the relationship the library has with the City and the support the 

City provides.  Mayor Lawson asked if there is any discussion on when the Library may reopen 

to the public.  Ms. Caldwell said they are following the government regulations.  The library is 

open by appointment only and providing curbside service.   
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Read and present a proclamation recognizing the week of March 28 – April 3, 2021 as 

National Boys & Girls Club Week- Vice Mayor Bowles read the proclamation which was 

presented to Joanie Petty, representative for the Boys & Girls Club.  Petty said the club has had 

a very successful year even with COVID restrictions.  They have added 25 more children and 

plan to move back into the schools soon.  The volunteers have helped give the program a “family 

feel”. They have children from nine schools and in all grades.  Council Member Pearson 

encourages residents to volunteer their time and donate to the program.  MHC was only one of 

two Clubs in the state that remained open before August and only one of twenty-four in the 

nation that remained open.  They received the Blue Spirit Award from the Boys & Girls Club of 

America which is the organization’s highest award.  A donor recently made a generous $100,000 

donation which was awarded to the Martinsville-Henry County branch.  Petty said they could 

not have been successful without the community coming together.  Council Member Martin said 

that he will donate a tower garden to the local chapter allowing the children to grown their own 

garden.  
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Consider adoption of a resolution designating the City of Martinsville as a Bee City USA 

affiliate- Cindy Edgerton of the Martinsville Garden Club presented a PowerPoint updating 

Council on the status of  insects and pollinators and the need for the resolution to designate the 

City as a Bee City affiliate.  There are other pollinators besides bees such as wasps and flies.  

There are three Bee Cities in Virginia including Lynchburg, Scottsdale and Vienna but VA is 

outnumbered by Bee Cities in North Carolina.  Edgerton detailed the requirements to become a 

Bee City including an annual review and renewal fee. Council Member Pearson made a motion 

to adopt the resolution; Vice Mayor Bowles seconded the motion with all Council Members voting 

in favor.  Council Member Martin concluded by paraphrasing an Einstein quote stating, “when 

bees cease to exist, so do people.”   
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Consider approval of consent agenda- Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to approve the 

consent agenda as presented; Council Member Martin seconded the motion with all Council 

Members voting in favor. 

Business from the Floor – No business from the floor 

Comments by City Council – Council Member Pearson thanked the citizens for offering 

positive comments and prayers for her two eye surgeries.  Council Member Martin thanked City 

staff who live far away and stay late for Council meetings.  Council Member Turner shared that 

local resident and Vietnam veteran Major Pete Goeble was finally laid to rest at Arlington 

National Cemetery after COVID delayed the burial a year ago.  Vice Mayor Bowles acknowledged 

the City Manager, Assistant City Manager and the Mayor for always responding to her questions 

quickly.  Mayor Lawson reminded citizens of Hazardous Waste Day on March 24.  There will be 

a marathon the morning of April 3 and some streets will be closed for the safety of those runners.  

There will be a Memorial Day service on May 31 at Roselawn Cemetery.  Lawson also received a 

letter congratulating the City for earning recognition as a 2020 Tree City USA again this year. 

Comments by the City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki explained that the last Council 

meeting was a community meeting related to the Pine Hall project and was attended by only a 

few residents.  A neighborhood meeting on the project was recently held at Albert Harris and 

the City used the mobile message board which greatly approved attendance, and the City plans 

to use the mobile message board to better communicate the next community meeting.  Due to 

some TV equipment issues, Council meetings can be displayed live, however, the recordings can 

no longer be viewed on YouTube and cannot be rerun on MGTV.  The City now uses Vimeo 

instead of YouTube.  Because YouTube dropped the City’s content, Council meeting videos on 

the website were deleted.  The City IT department has reloaded videos back to 2018 and older 
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videos are available on request.  The School Board meetings are available through the School 

Board administration.  The next reversion work session will be Wednesday, April 14 from 530-

730pm.  The budget presentation will be pushed back by one month while the City waits on 

another COVID grant, with the presentation and first approval scheduled for the May 25 Council 

meeting.  Towarnicki shared budget work session dates with the school work session scheduled 

for Tuesday May 18.  

City Attorney Monday said that Council had received questions on electronic skill games at 

local convenience stores and restaurants.  These were originally considered illegal gambling 

devices.  Virginia has said these machines are currently legal but will be delegalizing them again 

effective summer, 2022.   Martinsville City Council establshed a citywide zoning ban about 10 

years ago banning these machines which remains the law in the City regardless if the state 

allows them.  If an owner of a commercial establishment wants to change the ordinance, they 

must lobby Council to change the zoning ordinance. There is a private club waiver.    

There being no further business, Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to adjourn the meeting; 

the motion was seconded by Council Member Martin with all Council Members voting in favor.  

The meeting adjourned at 7:50pm. 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Kathy Lawson 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


